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What is claimed is: 
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^data capture program for capturing data to a local file system coupled to a local 
computing system, which data capture program is restricted from accessing the 
local tUe system, but which data capture program does have access rights to a 
second nle system at a separate computing system, the data capture program being 
characterized in that: 
the data capture program is configured such that when it handles program data 
that cannot be transferred to such local file system, the data capture program 
transmits said progf^m data from the local computing system to the second file 
system; and 

the data capture program is further configured to interact with a browser on the 
local computing system, w^jch browser has access rights to the local file system; 
and \ 

wherein said browser can themaccessySaid program data from said second file 
system, and transfer said program \<ft2f to \n output and/or storage device in the 
local computing system. 




The program of claim 1 wherein the data capture program is implemented with 
one or more Java applets. \ 

The program of claim 1 , further wherein said program data is associated with 
modified file data resulting from modifications r^iade by a user to initial data from 
an initial data file. \ 

The program of claim 3, wherein said modified data file includes information 
displayed in a first window on a display device to said u$er. 
The program of claim 4, further wherein said data capture^program is configured 
to cause said browser program to display a second window t^5 such user, which 



second window contains image information from said modified file 
The program of claim 1 , further wherein said data capture progra 
to retrieve said initial data file from the separate computing syste 




configured 



-89- 



The p>ogram of claim 1, wherein said program data is in a graphics file format, a 
an audio filfe* format, a text format, a video format, or some combination thereof. 
The program ofcfem 7, wherei/saui program data is compressed graphics data, 
such as GIF and/or JPEO^i^ — 

The program of claim 1, wttferein^Niiser can print said program data on a printer 
coupled to said local computing systemvustng said browser. 
The program of claim 1, wherein said progranrdafe^cludes data from two 
separate data files obtained from the second file system. 
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^stem for permitting a user to engage in an interactive session with a remote 
program downloaded from a remote server but executing on the user's local 
computing system, the remote program being restricted from accessing a file 
system cobmled to such local computing system, the system comprising: 

a browser program located and executing on the local computing system for 
initiating the interactive session between such local computing system and the 
remote server, sai^ browser program further including software routines for 
interacting with the file system on the local computing system; and 
the remote programming configured such that it interacts with said browser 
program and can perfornW least the following operations: 

(1) retrieving an initial data file from the remote server for use during the 
interactive session; an\ 

(2) displaying information relating to said initial data file in a display 
window visible to the usc/*wid - Jl-^ 

(3) accepting modifications to^sucp initial data file during the interactive 
session; and / 

(4) saving such modifications to ^ich initial data file in an modified data 
file; 

(5) routing said modified data file to the remote server; and 
wherein said modified data file can be retrieved by the user at a later time and 

saved to the local file system by said browser program. 

The system of claim 1 1 wherein said remote prograjp is implemented with one or 
more Java applets. 

The system of claim 11, further wherein said remote pk)gram also performs an 
operation of storing said information and said modifications in a window buffer. 
The system of claim 13, wherein said remote program alsto provides user 
command functions in said display window, which comman^l functions can be 
used to generate said modifications. 
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system of claim 13, further wherein said modified data file is generated by 
converting data in said window buffer into a file format usable by said browser 
program (^another program having access to the file system on such local 
computing system. 

The system of clai^m 15, further wherein said modified data file is stored on a 
storage device on theVemote server by a server program. 

The system of claim 15, whecgin said modified file is in a graphics file format, an 
audio file format, a text fonntat, a^^etStormat, or some combination thereof. 
The system of claim 11, fuj perwhereh} said remote program performs an 
operation of displaying a second window. to such user, which second window 



\ 



eXl 



contains information from said modified tile retrieved from the remote server. 
The system of claim 11, wherein said modifications include data from a second 
data file obtained from said remote server. \ 

The system of claim 1 1, wherein said remote program also can perform a sixth 
operation: (6) updating said display window to visibly rbflect any said 
modifications. 
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^server system for permitting a user remote from such server to engage in an 
interactive on-line session with such server using a remote program downloaded 
from tne server but executing on the user's local computing system, the remote 
program Wing restricted from accessing a file system coupled to such local 
computing system, the server system comprising: 

a server progfam located and executing on the server for interacting with a 
browser progranrexecuting on the user's: local computing system during the 
interactive on-line sfcssion, said browser program further including software 
routines for interacting x with the file system on the user's local computing system; 
and 

the remote program being\onfigurecLs.uch that it interacts with said browser 
program and can perform at lea§t the ^pllow|ng operations on the user's local 
computing system: 

(1) retrieving an initial datal^ffom tl\e server for use during the 
interactive session; and j] \ \ 

(2) displaying image informfation relating to said initial data file in a 
display window visible to the user; an^ 

(3) accepting modifications to such initia^data file during the interactive 
session; and 

(5) saving such modifications to such initial dka file in an modified data 
file; 

(6) transferring said modified data file to the served and 
wherein said modified data file can be retrieved by the user^t a later time and 

saved to the local file system by said browser program. 



The system of claim 21 wherein said remote program is implemented with one or 
more Java applets. \ 
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[he system of claim 2 1 , further wherein said remote program also performs an 

operation of storing said information and said modifications in a window buffer. 
The Wtem of claim 23, wherein said remote program also provides user 
command functions in said display window, which command functions can be 
used to generate said modifications. 

The system of claim 23, further wherein said modified data file is generated by 
converting datasin said window buffer into a file format usable by said browser 
program or anothefcjprogram having access to the file system on such local 
computing system. 

The system of claim 25^rther wherein said modified data file is stored on a 
storage device on the remote fey^er by a server program. 

The system of claim 25, wh^Xj^Ld-mbdified file is in a graphics file format, an 
audio file format, a text formi/\yi^eo format, or some combination thereof. 
The system of claim 21, further wherein said remote program performs an 
operation of displaying a second window to such user, which second window 
contains information from said modified File retrieved from the remote server. 
The system of claim 21, wherein said modifWions include data from a second 
data file obtained from said remote server. \ 

The system of claim 21, wherein said remote program also can perform a sixth 
operation: (6) updating said display window to visiblys^eflect any said 
modifications. 
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^Suser interactive computer program, which program executes on a local 
commuting system but is restricted from accessing a file system coupled to such 
local computing system, and which program further interacts through a browser 
programNvith such local computing system and with a remote server, such 
program fukher comprising: 

a first executable routine for processing initial data from an initial data file 
obtained from th$ remote server and for storing first image data associated with 
said initial data ir\ window image data buffer; 

wherein said browser program causes said local computing system to display 
said first image data in & window on a display to a user of such local computing 
system; 

a second executable routin\for generating modified data based on modifying 
said initial data; x 

a third executable routine for gef^ratpg aO\ % mpdified data file based on said 
modified data, which third routine ft^h^ptfahsmits said modified data file to the 
remote server; and 

wherein said first executable routirie caikalso process said modified data file 
from the remote server and cause said browser program to communicate said 
modified data file to a file system in the loca\;omputing system. 

The program of claim 3 1 , wherein said first routine further modifies said window 
image data buffer in response to said user modifyingvsaid initial data to generate 
modified image data in said window image data buffer* 

The program of claim 32, further wherein said browser\ogram causes said local 
computing system to display said modified image data in sW window on said 
display. \ 
The program of claim 33, wherein said first routine also stores said modified 
image data corresponding to data in said modified data file in saio^window image 
data buffer. 
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35. Tnk program of claim 3 1 wherein said program is implemented with one or more 
Java applets. 

36. The program of claim 3 1 , wherein remote program also provides user command 
functions in said window, which command functions are used for modifying said 
initial data. \ 

37. The program of clairn^ 1 , further wherein said modified data file is generated by 
converting data in said wihdowtouijfkr into a file format usable by said browser 
program or another program^vjnj; ac^ssjp^fie^file system on such local 
computing system. 

38. The program of claim 31, whereinUaicfrno&ified file is in a graphics file format, 
an audio file format, a text format, a vide^qrmat, or some combination thereof. 

39. The program of claim 3 1 , further wherein said^emote program performs an 
operation of displaying a second window to such^sr, which second window 
contains information from said modified file retrieved^rom the remote server. 

40. The program of claim 31, wherein said modifications inclucte^data from a second 
data file obtained from said remote server. 
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& method of transmitting data to a local file system coupled to a local computing 
system, which data is generated using a first program restricted from accessing the 
locaKfile system, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) transmitting said data from the local computing system to a separate 
computing^ystem having a separate file system accessible by the first program; 
and \ 

(b) accessing skid data from said separate file system utilizing the first program; 

(c) transferring s^id data to an output and/or storage device in the local 
computing system usihjj a second program, which second program has access to 
the local file system. 




The method of claim 41, yjh&em hid data is derived from an initial data file and 
supplemental data input uftder corkr^! of a user of the first program. 
The method of claim 41, jvherein saicklata is derived from an initial data file and 
a second data file accessed from said separate computing system. 
The method of claim 41, wherein said dataK compressed image data derived from 
data generated by a user dynamically modifyingsan initial data file. 
The method of claim 44, wherein said image dataXcompressed using an encoder 
which translates a pixel stream into a file format usabib^y said second program. 
The method of claim 41, wherein said first program is a JW applet, and said 
second program is a browser program having a graphical interface. 
The method of claim 41 wherein said data is in a graphics file mrmat, an audio 
file format, a text format, a video format, or some combination theteof. 
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method of conducting an interactive session between a local computing system 
aiW a remote server, the method including the steps of: 

(a) \ccessing a remote program located on the remote server using a browser 
program located on the local computing system; 

(b) executing said remote program on the local computing system; 

(c) accessing an initial data file from the remote server with said remote program 
for use duringNhe interactive session; and 

(d) displaying ah initial display image based on initial data from said initial data 
file; and 

(e) modifying said initial data; 

(f) saving said modified initial data as modified data; and 

(g) transmitting an modified data file corresponding to said modified data from 




;er; and 

the remote server with said remote 



the local computing system 

(h) accessing said modified dat; 
program; 

(i) communicating said modified |ata^ile to a file system coupled to the local 
computing system using said browser pro&am. 
The method of claim 48, wherein said modified data is derived from an initial data 
file and supplemental data input under control ofsa user of the remote program. 
The method of claim 48, wherein said modified da\is derived from an initial data 
file and a second data file accessed from the remote sexier. 
The method of claim 48, wherein said modified data fileH .is compressed image 
data generated by a user dynamically modifying said initialMata. 
The method of claim 5 1 , wherein said image data is compressed using an encoder 
which translates a pixel stream into a file format usable by said Bowser program 
or another program having access to the local file system. 
The method of claim 48 wherein said modified data file is in a graphic^file 
format, an audio file format, a text format, a video format, or some combination 
thereof. 
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onethod of operating a computer program on a local computing system for 
conducting an interactive session between such local computing system and a 
remotkserver through an on-line connection, the method including the steps of; 

(a) accessing an initial data file for use during the interactive session; and 

(b) displaying an initial display image based on initial data in said initial data 
file; and 

(c) modifying sahi display image based on modified image data, which modified 
image data includes said initial data and any additional data added to said display 
image under control of\user of the computer program; and 

(d) saving said modifiecrdisplay image with said modified image data; and 

(e) transmitting an modifiecN^ata fil^corresponding to said modified image to 
the server; and 

(f) accessing said modified datajifl£from the remote server; 

(g) communicating data in said niodih^d data file to an output and/or storage 
device coupled to said local comp iting 



The method of claim 54, wherein said modified\^ata file contains image data 
compressed using an encoder which translates a pixel stream into a file format 
usable by said browser program or another program\aving access to the local file 
system. 

The method of claim 54, further including a step (h): displaying a second window 
to such user, which second window contains information from, said modified file 
retrieved from the remote server. 

The method of claim 54, wherein said modified data file includes d^ta from a 
second data file obtained from said remote server. 
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ANnethod of coordinating data transfers between a local computing system and a 
remote server through an on-line connection, the method including the steps of: 

(a) executing an interactive program on the local computing system, which 
interactivesprogram coordinates with an on-line connection management program 
on such locataomputing system, and which interactive program further is 
restricted from accessing a local file system on such local computing system; 

(b) accessing initial data information for use on the local computing system; and 

(c) generating updated data information, which updated data information 
includes said initial dataWormation and any additional data supplemental 
information added under cohtrol of a user of the interactive program; and 

(d) saving said updated dataWormation; 

(e) transmitting said updated disinformation from the local computing system 
to the server; and 

(f) accessing said updated data inffcrnAti^ffom the remote server; 

(g) communicating said updated dat^foma\ion to an output and/or storage 
device coupled to said local computing system using said on-line connection 
management program. 

The method of claim 58, wherein said data is derived from an initial data file and 
a second data file accessed from said separate computiW system. 
The method of claim 58, wherein said updated data is compressed image data 
derived from dynamically modifying an initial data file. 
The method of claim 60, wherein said image data is compressed using an encoder 
which translates a pixel stream into a file format usable by said second program. 
The method of claim 58 wherein said updated data is in a graphicMile format, an 
audio file format, a text format, a video format, or some combination thereof. 
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63. A method of permitting a user to engage in an interactive on-line session with a 
seAer using a remote program downloaded from the server but executing on the 
useA local computing system, the remote program being restricted from 
accessing a file system coupled to such local computing system, the method 

5 comprising the steps of: 

(a) coordinating communications between the server and a browser program also 
executing onahe user's local computing system during the interactive on-line 
session, said otowser program further including software routines for interacting 
with the file system on the user's local computing system; and 

10 (b) receiving datlat the server consisting of modified information transmitted 

from the remote prokram; 

(c) creating an modified file for said modified information at the server, which 
modified file is accessible by the remote program; 

(d) transferring said modified file to the local computing system so that said 
15 browser program can utilizeSaid n^ified file; 

wherein said browser prograiAcan thereafter transfer such modified file to an 
output and/or storage device in tm^iocal computing system. 

64. The method of claim 63, whereira said modified information includes initial data 
information from the server and ^iditi^nal data supplemental information added 

20 under control of a user of the remote program. 

65. The method of claim 63, wherein said modified information is derived from an 
initial data file and a second data file accessed, from the server. 

66. The method of claim 63, wherein said modifiedWormation is compressed image 
data derived from dynamically modifying an initiakdata file. 

25 67. The method of claim 66, wherein said image data is compressed using an encoder 

which translates a pixel stream into a file format usableNw said browser program 
or some other program having access to files in the local cWputing system. 
68. The method of claim 63 wherein said modified file is in a graphics file format, an 
audio file format, a text format, a video format, or some combination thereof. 



